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across the country. And when we did
first introduce the Comprehensive Ad-
diction and Recovery Act in September
2014, I was an original cosponsor of that
legislation and have worked tirelessly
to see it enacted.

At the same time, I have worked to
change the focus from imposing harsh
and arbitrary mandatory minimum
sentences on those who abuse drugs to
actually providing treatment. I know
that bumper sticker slogans and the
“war on drugs’’ are failed approaches.

It is unfortunate that Republicans in
the Senate are unwilling to put real
money behind CARA to ensure its pro-
grams will succeed. Just last week,
Senator MCCONNELL led the Republican
opposition to Senator SHAHEEN’S
amendment that would have provided
emergency supplemental appropria-
tions. Ending this crisis is going to
cost money, and it is disappointing
that Senator MCCONNELL and other Re-
publicans are not willing to dedicate
the resources that are so desperately
needed by law enforcement and health
care providers throughout this county.

Passing one bill in one Congress is
not the answer to addressing the very
serious problems facing our commu-
nities. It takes a sustained commit-
ment. I am proud of my record to sup-
port victims of human trafficking and
communities struggling to respond to
the opioid epidemic. Unfortunately, too
often, Republicans have blocked efforts
to provide real funding for these prior-
ities. I will not stop working until we
are able to end these scourges.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ANNIVERSARY OF ASSOCIATED
LOGGING CONTRACTORS, INC.,
OF IDAHO

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 50th anniversary
of the Associated Logging Contractors
of Idaho.

The Associated Logging Contractors,
Inc., of Idaho, ALC, have an important
voice in advocating for policies that
support an essential sector of Idaho—
the logging and wood hauling industry.
Throughout the past 50 years since its
organization, the association has
worked to serve its purpose of ‘‘devel-
oping programs that are instrumental
in helping members to reduce costs of
operation and to craft creative solu-
tions to problems confronting the in-
dustry.” ALC represents mnearly 400
independent logging contractor busi-
nesses from across Idaho.

From Endangered Species Act re-
form, to boosting rural economies, to
addressing forest health and much
more, the ALC has been involved in a
wide range of discussions central to
Idaho. I value the organization’s and
its members’ input and involvement in
shaping solutions to our natural re-
sources challenges. We have much
work ahead, but progress is being made
on public lands issues to the benefit of
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Idahoans and our economy. Positive
developments in job opportunities and
more timber identified for harvest for
the betterment of forest health are the
result of the State and Federal Govern-
ment working more closely with pri-
vate landowners and the logging com-
munity to make progress toward the
removal of salvage timber from last
year’s fires.

While challenging, collaboration is
working, and ALC members have been
instrumental in advancing this effort.
The organization has much to be proud
of for its efforts in bringing folks to-
gether to achieve solutions and work-
ing toward their implementation. Col-
laboration is difficult but indispensable
work, as it brings lasting advance-
ments for habitats, recreation, rural
economies, and job production. I have
greatly valued ALC member’s support
of local collaborative efforts.

Congratulations to the members of
the Associated General Contractors of
Idaho on 50 years of accomplishments.
Thank you for your hard work building
up our great State and Nation. I wish
you all the best for continued success.®

RECOGNIZING CASEY FAMILY
PROGRAMS

e Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am
proud to serve as a co-chair of the Sen-
ate Caucus on Foster Youth. Through
this caucus and from my time in the
Senate, I have learned about the expe-
riences that many young people have
faced when entering the foster care
system. I have worked to help improve
the system by ensuring that children
are cared for and that we do all we can
to find them safe, loving, and perma-
nent homes. Children should grow up in
families, not foster care.

Today, I want to pay tribute to Casey
Family Programs. It is the Nation’s
largest operating foundation focused
exclusively on child welfare. Casey is
operating in Iowa and all the States to
provide strategic consultation, tech-
nical assistance, data analysis, and
independent research and evaluation.
It enjoys a unique partnership with the
States by asking what jurisdictions
hope to achieve that matches the foun-
dation’s mission and working with the
State in partnership. Casey Family
Programs also provides direct service
to children and families in some
States, and it is committed to the goal
that no child will age out of their care
without a caring adult by 2017.

As a senior member of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, I value the research,
data, and policy information that
Casey Family program shares. They
have done so much for States, children,
and families since their inception.

This month, Casey Family Programs
is celebrating its 50th Anniversary. I
want to say congratulations to its
board of trustees and leadership for
working so hard to reduce the number
of youth in foster care. With their help,
we are working every day to make sure
foster care is a layover, not a destina-
tion.e
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TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL BROWN

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate Michael Brown on
his retirement after serving the North
Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District,
NLTFPD, for over 26 years. It gives me
great pleasure to recognize his years of
hard work and dedication to creating a
safe environment for the communities
of Incline Village and Crystal Bay.

Mr. Brown began his career in fire
services 37 years ago. In 1986, he joined
the NLTFPD as a firefighter and para-
medic. Throughout his tenure, he
worked diligently, moving up the chain
of command, until he left the NLTFPD
to serve the Nevada Division of For-
estry. He returned to the district in
2003, assuming the role of assistant fire
chief. In 2007, Mr. Brown was named
fire chief, taking full responsibility for
the department and leading his col-
leagues in fighting fires and providing
emergency services. Mr. Brown com-
manded the department with over 20
years of experience as a paramedic,
serving the local communities with un-
paralleled knowledge. His years of
service in responding to all types of
emergency and public service situa-
tions are invaluable to residents across
the Lake Tahoe community. Mr. Brown
truly went above and beyond in his role
with the NLTFPD.

It is the brave men and women who
serve in our local fire departments that
help keep our communities safe. These
heroes selflessly put their lives on the
line every day. I extend my deepest
gratitude to Mr. Brown for his coura-
geous contributions to the people of
Lake Tahoe. His sacrifice and courage
earn him a place among the out-
standing men and women who have val-
iantly put their lives on the line to
benefit others.

For the last 50 years, the NLTFPD
has provided risk services to residents
of Incline Village and Crystal Bay. The
department has three stations and pro-
vides two staffed ambulances and two
reserve ambulances to address needs
within the local community. All fire-
fighters serving the NLTFPD are Ne-
vada emergency medical technicians.
In addition, the department has over 20
paramedics ready to assist at any time.
This department serves as a special re-
source to the community with the abil-
ity to rescue residents in all types of
scenarios, including emergencies in
snow, water, or in backcountry, in ad-
dition to protecting local residents in
incidents of fire. In 1982, it also began
providing transportation of the sick
and injured to various hospitals. This
department has shown unwavering
dedication to keeping Nevadans of this
community safe. We are lucky to have
had someone like Mr. Brown leading
the way in the department’s efforts.

Mr. Brown has demonstrated profes-
sionalism, commitment to excellence,
and dedication to the highest standards
of the NLTFPD. I am both humbled
and honored by his service and am
proud to call him a fellow Nevadan.
Today I ask all of my colleagues to join
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